
8th Grade STEM Biology Syllabus 
2020-2021 

Mrs. Gilbertson, Room #270 
bgilbertson@dickinsonisd.org  

http://schools.dickinsonisd.org/page/bgilbertson-Home 

 ​Welcome back to school! It is a crazy time but happy you all are with 

me.  It is such an honor to be teaching your students this year.   I 

would also like to welcome you to STEM, Biology  It is a privilege to take Biology as an 8​th 
grader; this course is equivalent to a PAP course at the high school!  As such, this course 

will have a higher level of rigor and students will be expected to dive deeper into their 

level of understanding.  Students will be expected and challenged to do THEIR BEST on 

all notes, assignments, tests, and projects.  Again, it is very important that students 

understand that their effort and focus is more necessary than ever because high school 

credit should be EARNED.  

As always, I am here to help and support your students along the way.  Never 

hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns.  It is going to be an 

awesome and rewarding year.  I cannot wait to get to know your students even better, 

watch them continue to learn and grow, and challenge them to conquer even bigger 

obstacles.  

LET’S GO GATORS!!!  
 

Mrs. Gilbertson 

Material to be Covered​:  Biology covers a lot of material, all of which, in my opinion, is 

incredibly interesting!  Hopefully, I will be able to instill some of the same excitement I 

have for the material into your student this year!  

1st nine weeks 2nd nine weeks 3rd nine weeks 4th nine weeks 

Introduction/Safety Transcription Evolution Plant Systems 

Biomolecules Translation Natural Selection STAAR Review 

Enzymes Mitosis Body Systems  

Cells Cancer Taxonomy  

Transport Meiosis Ecosystems  

Homeostasis Genetics Succession  

Virus    

mailto:bgilbertson@dickinsonisd.org
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Grading: 
Formative Assignments/Assessments - Value of 9-weeks Grade = 40% 

Summative Assessments - Value of 9-weeks Grade = 60% 

 

Tutorials:​ ​Every Monday 3:15 - 4:00 (beginning September 9th) 

Please note you will need to arrange your own transportation; students will be picked 

up at the front entrance of KJHS. 

 
Resources, reminders and miscellaneous: 

- https://tea.texas.gov/ 
STAAR Results, TEKS, etc. 

- KHAN Academy 
- Google Classroom 
- Science Interactive Notebook 
- YouTube-Amoeba Sisters and Bozeman Science 
-  

Mrs. Gilbertson’s Conference Time:​ ​2:21-:315 (7th Period) 

 
General Expectations: 
Class participation is not optional.  Students must complete warm-ups, notes, 

class-work/activities, exit tickets, homework etc. Remember: this is a high school class. 

High school credit should be earned.  If students do not have an assignment completed 

(including because of an absence) they are to grab a clean sheet of paper, put the 

heading on as expected and explain why they do not have the assignment.  Ten points 

will be taken off for every day an assignment is late (assignments are not late if a 

student is absent).  If students are absent they will need to turn in the work that was 

due the day they missed, copy notes missed from a classmate, check the absent folder 

for any papers missed and turn in make-up work within the same number of days they 

were absent (i.e. absent one day = one day to make up work). 

 

 

 

● Collaboration 

● Communication 

● Creativity 

● Critical Thinking 

● Reflection 

https://tea.texas.gov/


 


